
Okayama University - SDGs commitment 
 
I - SDGs commitment - Sustainable Development Goals 
 
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (UNESCO-2015) serve as a universal 
call to actions to protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of all 
global citizens. 
 
Since 2015, these global goals for sustainable development have been translated 
and embedded into the strategic direction of institutions at national and local 
levels. 
 
Okayama University is significantly committed in realizing SDGs that aim to 
tackle the world’s most pressing challenges such as poverty, hunger, and 
inequality, while ensuring social inclusion, environmental sustainability and 
economic prosperity (see https://sdgs.un.org/en/goals). 
 
Universities are hubs for knowledge, discovery, and innovation that can provide the expertise, resources, and know-how to contribute and 
move the UN 2030 Agenda forward. Wealth of new knowledge is steadily generated by Okayama University high-level professors and 
researchers, thus passing a rich legacy to the next generations.  
 
Beyond the classroom, the SDGs embody core themes of sustainability and well-being. 
 
II - Strategy of research globalisation - Achievements of Sustainable Goals (SDGs - UNESCO) 
 
 A major condition to improve and strengthen a University international profile is to develop skills in Research project Engineering. In 
particular projects clearly oriented to International collaborations and linked to specific SDGs. 
 
Okayama University URA division has been working on that matter for several years and those efforts are now resulting in significant 
achievements: a number of International Consortiums (supported mainly by EU funding) are now Running or Submitted or in Preparation. 
 
Those projects are mainly MSCA (Marie-Slodowska Curie Action) type and allow various institutions to participate. In particular for Japanese 
Institutions (third parties) the logistics of commitment is quite light: this is a major asset. 
 
Partnerships of excellence are keys to achieving the SDGs and meeting the frequently 
heard phrase “you have to do more with less” by definition, requires innovation and 
new  approaches.  So, in reality, “do more with less” can be interpreted as “improve, 
optimize, find synergies”, as with the SDGs. We have one planet, and we have to 
optimize and improve how we use its resources. In the range of large scale 
international research projects promoted at Okayama University, a partnership of 
Excellence – including for a large part, institutions ranked in the 200 best in the world – 
is set-up. European Commission HORIZON EUROPE rules state that the consortium 
should be coordinated by a European institution. 
 
Major achievements - Highlights 
 
Research Projects  
A range of International and SDGs oriented projects are running or in preparation at Okayama University. They are designed so as to give 
Japanese partners a major role in the project design and implementation. 
 

BE-ARCHAEO - European Commission - Marie-Slodowska - Curie Action (MSCA) - RISE/Staff Exchange 

SDG-Goal-11; Target-4: Protect the world's cultural and natural heritage 
4 years duration up to end of 2023 
Coordinator: University of Turin - ITALY 
 
www.be-archaeo.com 
 
The main core of BE-ARCHAEO is the archaeological excavation of the Tobiotsuka Kofun (Soja city in Okayama Prefecture) 
and challenging studies of other Kofun burial mounds and related archaeological material in ancient Kibi and Izumo area (present Okayama 
and Shimane Prefectures), focusing on the rituals, the regional relationships and the formation of ancient state in Japan. 
 



BE-ARCHAEO is promoted in a range of international events such as EURAXESS webinars and participations in International conferences 
 

CMB-INFLATE - European Commission - MSCA - RISE/Staff Exchange  

SDG-Goal: Conducting Research for the future and happiness of mankind 
4 years up to end of 2025 
Coordinator: University of Paris - FRANCE 
 
CMB-INFLATE:  Further understanding the INFLATION mechanisms. In physics of cosmology, cosmic inflation, cosmological 
inflation, or just inflation, is a theory of exponential expansion of space in the early universe. ... Following the inflationary period, 
the universe continued to expand, but at a slower rate. -- CMB-INFLATE aims at building a world-wide community of scientists dedicated to 
the development of innovative analysis of large angular scale CMB polarisation data to.  
 
CMB-INFLATE is promoted in a range of international events such as EURAXESS webinars and by various news releases: 
https://prtimes.jp/main/html/rd/p/000000134.000072793.html 

 
The CMB-INFLATE kick-off will be held in Fall-2021 
 
 

MULTIDIM - CNRS - FRANCE / Okayama University - Joint lab Unit 

SDG-Goal-3 : Good health and Well-being 
5 years up to end of 2025 
 
MULTIDIM kick-off will be held in Fall-
2021 
 
The international research project 
MULTIDIM (for “Multifunctional Two-
Dimensional Materials for Innovative Biomedicine”), supported by the CNRS, 
is focused on the collaboration between teams of CNRS and Strasbourg 
University, experts in biomedical applications of multifunctional nanomaterials, 
and a group of Okayama University, specializing in nanocarbon materials. 

MULTIDIM is  a fundamental research program which aims at developing versatile two-dimensional materials for applications in periodontology, 
as well as cancer fighting and autoimmune and inflammatory diseases. 
*************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
A range of other SDGs related projects are in preparation and will be submitted in March 2022 at the next MSCA Staff Exchange call - 
Among them: 
 
** Superconducting Materials - Innovative approaches to curb Climate Change effects and contribute in improving Ageing Societies 
Healthcare - SDG # 3, 7 
 
** Novel eco-friendly technologies for Water cleaning around the world - SDG # 6 
 
** Predictive methodologies for mitigating natural disasters impact on civil infrastructures - SDG # 9, 11 
 
** Sharpening public policies in higher education bodies to improve competitiveness while respecting cultural traditions - SDG # 16 
 

Other Projects 
An Edition of Okayama University Press : "Global studies on Sustainable development goals" SDG # 16, 17- Peace, Justice, and 
Strong Institutions. 
 
List of Japan's Practices for Implementing SDGs 

 
To be released in Fall-2022 
 
 


